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GOODS AND SERVICES TAX — COMMONWEALTH PAYMENT 

323. Mr J. NORBERGER to the Premier: 
Before I ask my question, I acknowledge the teachers and students from Morley Senior High School who are 
visiting from the member for Morley’s electorate and who are in the public gallery this afternoon. 

Can the Premier please outline to the house how the additional funding announced by the Prime Minister this 
morning will benefit all Western Australians and help to compensate our state for the unfair share of GST we 
receive? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I was very pleased to meet with the Prime Minister in Perth this morning and I appreciate the $499 million that 
the commonwealth government has made available to Western Australia for this financial year and we hope 
there will be more in future years. I think everyone understands the GST issue, although we get some strange 
explanations in this house. I have been talking about the GST issue ever since I have been Premier and the 
previous Treasurer and the current Treasurer have done so as well. Our share or return in the dollar successively 
fell from around 100c when Labor was in power in this state down to 70c and so on. I will say that 
Prime Minister Rudd at least took interest in the issue. Prime Minister Gillard — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girraween and member for Collie–Preston! 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Prime Minister Gillard showed little or no interest in the issue, but Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott not only understands the issue, he has been the first Prime Minister to act, to actually do something 
about it. Our share of the GST is 38c in the dollar for the current financial year. What I argued at the Council of 
Australian Governments, and what the Treasurer has been arguing, is that at a minimum we should not be made 
worse off; our rate should not effectively fall to just under 30c in the dollar, which is the recommendation of the 
Commonwealth Grants Commission. The $499 million made available today means that, basically, we are still 
not well off, but we will not be made worse off for the coming period. I think that is important, and 
$499 million — 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I say that $499 million is a very significant amount of money. It will not solve the budget 
deficit we face for this year, but it will very significantly reduce it. With, again, hopefully GST revenues rising in 
the future and hopefully some recovery in commodity prices, we will get Western Australia through this period. 
The money available, the $499 million, is going to be used on transport projects. These include extending the 
Mitchell Freeway from Burns Beach Road to Hester Avenue. The people of the northern suburbs have been 
waiting for that; this guarantees that the project will go ahead on time. Other projects include widening of the 
Kwinana Freeway, NorthLink WA through the Swan Valley bypass section, the Tonkin Highway grade 
separation, the Malaga Drive grade separation, the Berkshire Road grade separation, the Aubin Grove train 
station, a traffic congestion program and also Great Eastern Highway from Bilgoman Road to Mundaring—all 
worthy projects spread across the metropolitan area. What was the attitude of the Labor Party in 
Western Australia? I tell members what: if nothing else, this government has been consistent and determined on 
the GST issue. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: What did the Leader of the Opposition say following the COAG meeting? There is only 
one person disappointed in Western Australia right now—the Leader of the Opposition. This is what he said on 
PerthNow — 

State Opposition Leader Mark McGowan said Mr Barnett should have been more diplomatic. 
He went on — 

“The premier’s behaviour has been embarrassing — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Listen, listen! Calm down, sonny boy! Calm down! 
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Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Why are you upset? Why is the truth so upsetting for this person? 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The Premier is referring to the Leader of the Opposition’s comments about 173 people 
dying in Victoria, not to the Leader of the Opposition’s comments relating to the GST. 

The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. 
Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition — 
Mr W.J. Johnston: You’re deliberately lying to the house. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I ask you to withdraw that. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Withdraw what? 

The SPEAKER: That you said the Premier is deliberately lying to the house. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I withdraw. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, I call you to order for the first time. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition was referring specifically to the financial issues surrounding 
the GST. Again I read — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Why does the truth hurt the Leader of the Opposition so much? Why is he so 
embarrassed? 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, again — 

Mr P. Papalia: Is this all you’ve got? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This matters, actually! It is dated 17 April. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I want to hear the answer, and we must move on. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. 
Point of Order 

Mr P.B. WATSON: There were interjections from that side of the house. I asked you to make sure that you did 
it for both sides, and I get called to order. 
The SPEAKER: Yes, you have been called to order. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: That is not justice. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is a quote from PerthNow on 17 April this year. It is only two lines. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is two lines! I cannot get it out. Two lines! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! I want to hear the two lines and let us move on. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: No point of order, please; just let the Premier speak. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The two lines are — 
State Opposition Leader Mark McGowan said Mr Barnett should have been more diplomatic. 
“The premier’s behaviour — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order. Premier, let us hear the two lines. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The second line is — 

“The premier’s behaviour has been embarrassing but what is more embarrassing is the fact that he’s 
come away with no outcome for WA,” Mr McGowan told reporters. 

I came back with nothing but $500 million! That is not a bad outcome—a little trip to Canberra, one night, 
$500 million! I reckon that is pretty damn good! So, there is no reference to bushfires. 
Senator Mathias Cormann, Minister for Finance, and Treasurer, Mike Nahan, have filled in the detail, and it is 
a very good result for Western Australia. There is only one miserable, unhappy person in this house—the 
Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands, I call you to order for the first time. 
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